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Orange County and
the Inland Empire

Dear Friend,

Welcome to Make-A-Wish® Orange County and the Inland Empire!

Whether you are new to Make-A-Wish or have been involved for years, I'm excited to share with
you some information about our backpack, toy and gift card drives — a unique opportunity for
community members who want to help make wishes come true for children facing life-threatening
medical conditions.

This packet has information about our program and how to organize and promote your drive! It is
designed to make your event easy and fun. Please don't hesitate to contact us with any questions!
We are so happy to have you join us this year and help share the power of a wish®!

Best Regards,

Sarah Pizzaruso,
VP of Marketing and Development
pizzaruso@wishocie.org

714-573-WISH (947 4) ext. 230

Office Locations

Irvine Headquarters
3230 El Camino Real
Suite 100

Irvine, CA 92602
714-573-WISH (947 4)

Riverside

3521 Main Street,
Riverside, CA 92501
951-321-0179

Palm Springs

111 S. Palm Canyon Drive
Palm Springs, CA 92262
760-668-2713

Share the power of a wish®
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Make-A-Wish® Overview

Our Mission:
We grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich
the human experience with hope, strength and joy.

Our Vision:

Our Chapter’s vision is to grant the wish of each eligible child in our region who has reached the
age of 2 V2 years and is under age 18 and who has a life-threatening medical condition, i.e. a
progressive, degenerative or malignant medical condition that has placed the child’s life in jeopardy.
Through their wish experience, we want the children and families to find the hope they need to
transform life-threatening illnesses into life-affirming triumphs.

Our Values:
Integrity § Child Focus § Excellence § Community § Inspiration

Wishes and Wish Process:
Most wishes fall under one of four categories:

I wish ...
® to go ... (travel wishes)

* to have ... (tangible wishes)

* to meet ... (celebrity wishes)

® to be ... (occupational wishes)

There is a lot of work that goes into discovering a child’s one true wish and planning that wish
experience. A wish is meant not only to be a wonderful experience for the child but to create
memories that last a lifetime for the whole family. On the following pages, you'll read about some
wish experiences that were enhanced by contributions like yours!

Learn More:
For more information about our local Make-A-Wish Chapter, visit www.ocie.wish.org.
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Make-A-Wish FAQs

How did Make-A-Wish® begin?

In 1980, Chris Greicius was a 7-year-old boy being treated for leukemia. Whenever he saw a police officer,
he saw everything he wanted to be. Law enforcement officers heard about Chris’ wish to be a police officer
and responded to the call. A police helicopter flew him to headquarters for a tour, a ride in a patrol car and
a ceremony making him the first-ever honorary state patrolman in Arizona history. They also presented him
a custom-tailored uniform, motorcycle helmet, campaign hat and the motorcycle wings he earned on his own
battery-powered bike. Many of those responsible for fulfilling Chris’ wish wanted to do the same for other
children with life-threatening medical conditions and founded Make-A-Wish in November 1980.

How many wishes have been granted?
Make-A-Wish America has granted more than 250,000 wishes and currently grants a wish every 37 minutes.
Locally, our chapter has granted more than 5,000 wishes in our community.

Who is eligible for a wish?

A: We grant the wishes of medically eligible children who: have been diagnosed with a progressive, degenerative
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or malignant medical condition that has placed the child’s life in jeopardy; are older than 2¥2 and younger
than 18 (at the time of referral); and have not received a wish from another wish-granting organization. The
child's physician determines whether a child is medically eligible.

Is the family included in the wish?
Yes! Wishes are designed to include the immediate family.

How do you refer a child?
A parent, legal guardian, medical professional or the child himself/herself can make a referral by calling us
at 714-573-WISH (9474) or visiting ocie.wish.org

Does the family pay for the wish?
All wish expenses are covered fully by Make-A-Wish including travel and spending money. Our goal is to
provide the child and family with special memories that are not clouded with worries of expenses.

How much does granting a wish cost?

The average cash cost of granting a wish in our territory ranges from $5,000 to $7,000, plus an additional
in-kind products and/or services donation of more than $2,000. Since each wish is as unique as the child
making it, specific wish costs vary.

What are Make-A-Wish’s sources of funding?

Make-A-Wish finances its work through the generous contributions of individuals, corporate sponsorships,
planned gifts and grants. In-kind donations of goods and services such as frequent flyer miles and hotel loyalty
points also help finance wishes. Make-A-Wish does not raise funds through door-to-door or telephone
solicitation or receive funding from federal, state or local government programs.

Is my contribution tax-deductible?

Yes. Make-A-Wish is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. As such, financial contributions may be deductible
for federal income tax purposes. Please consult with your financial adviser to determine the extent of tax
deductibility. Since fiscal year 2003, Make-A-Wish financial statements are audited by KPMG, LLP.
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Wish Stories

Genesse C., Age 5

“I wish to go to the Disneyland® Resort!” Genesse is a sweet young girl who loves the color pink, Disney
- princesses, and playing outside with her twin sister. She is living with

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. Genesse knew exactly what she
wanted to wish for — a trip to Disneyland with her family!

Genesse's exciting wish began with an adventure ot the Bibbidi
Bobbidi Boutique. She received a royal makeover and loved walking
around Disneyland all day dressed like royalty!

During her time at Disneyland, Genesse had front row seats to watch
Mickey’s Soundsational Parade and World of Color and was
particularly excited to dine and talk with the Disney princesses at
Ariel’s Grotto. One of her special memories was an individual meet
and greet with the one and only, Mickey Mouse!

In addition to Disneyland, Genesse also explored Southern California’s
own “wild west” at Knott's Berry Farm, saw some real movie sets at
Universal Studios Hollywood and dined like a true princess at the
Medieval Times dinner show!

Genesse and her family made unforgettable memories together.

Cristian D., Age 11 Cristian is an active young boy who enjoys video games, playing
M4

" wish to meet my favorite WWE® outside with friends, and absolutely loves wrestling. He is currently

o living with the diagnosis of histiocytosis, but when Cristian grows up,

wrestler

he wants to be just like the wrestlers that he sees on television.
Consequently, it was no surprise that his most heartfelt wish was to
meet his favorite WWE Werestler!

When Cristian’s wish day finally arrived, he was giddy with
anticipation. All of the special attention that Cristian received made
him feel like a true celebrity, especially when he had the chance to
attend the WWE’s SummerSlam event. Cristian could not wait to see
his favorite wrestlers in person, up close, and in action.

One of Cristian’s favorite memories was his special meet and greet
with some WWE stars. He was able to get autographs, take pictures
with the wrestlers, and tell them how much he enjoys watching them
on television. After his meet and greet, Cristian was all smiles. His
family will never forget the ear to ear grin that he wore during his wish

experience.




Brooke B., Age 4

“I wish to go to Hawaiil”

Brooke is seven-years-old with a heart condition that required her to

receive a heart transplant. Knowing her wish was going to happen

gave her courage to recover and enjoy the adventures life has to offer.

The sun on her face, the sand between her toes, the sounds of her

family laughing... could it get any better2 Brooke knew that her most

heartfelt wish was to go to Hawaii and before she knew it, she was on

her way!

Brooke’s wish began when her family was ||| GKccNEGEEE




